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The North Course: An APCD Links Golf Course by Ed Balaun





Welcome to Akron, Ohio, the home of world-renowned Firestone Country Club. Before I get into a description of my Links rendition of Firestone’s North Course, here’s a brief bit of information about Firestone:


A Championship Legacy 


The history of Firestone Country Club stretches back over half a century to August 10, 1929 when Harvey Firestone drove the first ball down the fairway to open the new South Course designed by the late Bert Way. Throughout the years, the legends of the game have left their permanent footprints on the fairways of Firestone. The epic contests held on these grounds have become an important part of the game's history, and have made Firestone Country Club famous throughout the world.


The tournaments at Firestone Country Club began in 1954 with the Rubber City Open and continued through 1959. Firestone was chosen as the site of the 1960 PGA Championship and during that memorable championship Arnold Palmer triple-bogeyed the 625-yard, par five 16th hole, calling it a "Monster." The nickname proved popular, and in time, the entire course became known as "The Monster."


The American Golf Classic, initiated in 1961, began a new era of golf at Firestone. In 1962 The World Series of Golf began under its original format, and in succeeding years the course played host to many other competitions, including the CBS Golf Classic and Big Three Golf, the forerunner of The World Series of Golf.


In 1973, Firestone Country Club was the only course in the world on which three televised golf events - The American Golf Classic, the World Series of Golf and the CBS Golf Classic - were conducted in one calendar year. In 1969, the North Course, designed by Robert Trent Jones was opened. This scenic challenge was to become the site of the 1976 American Golf Classic and 1994 NEC World Series of Golf.


The PGA Championship returned to the South Course in 1966, and again in 1975, making Firestone the first club to host this prestigious championship three times.


In 1985, the South Course was again redesigned by Golforce, a Jack Nicklaus company, which started a new era of golf at the club. In 1976, the World Series of Golf was restructured into an international championship and in 1984 became the NEC World Series of Golf ending in 1998. In 1999, Firestone once again hosted the best players in the world and by added yet another page to its legacy with the NEC Invitational, one of the inaugural World Golf Championships.


In 1989 the West Course, designed by Geoffrey Cornish and Brain Silva, opened making Firestone Country Club one of the finest 54-hole private golf facilities in the world.





The Scorecard
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Designer Notes


Firestone’s North Course has long been a personal favorite of all the courses I’ve played. As a native Akronite, I’m extremely proud of my city’s golf history. Since the South Course is a long-time favorite among Links players, I thought this would be a great opportunity to create a real Links course that I had enough knowledge of to do a competent job. 


I’ve always been critical of the ability of designers to create courses on the APCD and pass them off as the definitive “real” version of a “real” course. After finishing this course, my opinion has not changed. My credentials in creating a Firestone course would be 22 years as a tournament volunteer for the many PGA Tour events played at both courses, and the good fortune of having played all of Firestone’s courses many times. I have intimate knowledge of both the South and North courses at Firestone, and was thus able to create accurate slopes and elevations as well as do an accurate planting job. I took several photographs to help me and then scanned a yardage book to use as a map. Then, I scanned each hole in the yardage book and added them as “textures” to be traced over by the final replacement textures. Quite a long process, to say the least! For this process, I would like to thank the terrific tutorial by Dan “Kilroy” Kilbank. You can find this tutorial at Links Corner. I cannot imagine doing another “real” course – I don’t have the thorough knowledge of any other famous courses to do them justice. (Unless I decide to do J. Edward Good Park, my home municipal course!)


When playing this course in Links, you will be able to get a very good simulation of what it would be like to play the real North course. I would like to thank my brothers, who have both played the real North course, for their help in making suggestions to add to the realism. I would like to thank Jim Wood for his playtesting and suggestions, which were very helpful. Thanks, too, to everyone who added comments on the screenshots I posted at Links Corner on the texture process. The final textures selected are a very accurate portrayal of the Firestone texture colors.
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